DRAFT Colgate Parish Council Meeting 14th September 2026 at Durrants Village Retirement Home 7:30pm.
Present


Councillors: 
S Marley, C. Crosdil, S Davies, R Faith, B Humphreys, S Garley, R Calvert and N Staff.
In Attendance:
Mrs. M Ainsworth (Parish Clerk), and two members of the Public 
Minutes
1. Apologies for absence.
Cllrs  V Finnegan and T Hogben,  Cllr Butler (HDC). 
2. Declarations of Interest by Councillors on any matter on this Agenda.

None 

3. Agree the minutes of Full Council on 13th July and Planning minutes on 22nd July, 12th August and 2nd September 2026.
Minutes can be found on www.colgatefaygate.com
Councillors agreed that the minutes were a true reflection of the meetings subject to Cllr Crosdil’ s name being spelt correctly in the Planning Minutes of 2nd September 2026, and the Chair duly signed them off. 
4. Matters arising

The Councillors discussed how to present matters arising not already on the Agenda.  It was agreed that the Clerk would include the matters arising with a status update so that this could be noted as follows:
i) Overhanging Trees in Blackhouse Road – Action still to take as UK Power Networks had still not attended the site.  The Clerk would follow up and report back to the next meeting.

ii) Website Accessibility MOT – This was ongoing and the Clerk would report an update to the next meeting

iii) Salt Bin Audit – The Clerk had undertaken this.

iv) CIL Report – the Clerk would ask HDC for most recent CIL report and expenditure and circulate for the next meeting.

5. Meeting opened.

a) for members of the public to speak on matters connected to the agenda and other matters which can be noted but no decision can be made.

NONE

b) For District and County Councillors to speak on any matters including updates from the District and County Council.

None provided.

6. Finance-
a) Schedule of payment

Bills paid    




£

Online





£
Salary July



£2598.19






Salary Aug



£1500.17


external audit



£252.00

St Catherine



£1000

Netcom



£745.92

All Councillors agreed the payments by cheque and online.
b) Bills to be paid Sept-Oct Estimate.

c) WSCC Clerk Sept/ Oct



£ 2000* 

d) Clerk’s expenses 



£50* 

e) Pension  





£600* 

f) Litter Warden 

 


£700* 

g) Litter warden mileage 



£85/50*

h) Fingerpost Repair



£600*

i) Litter picker Equipment



£19.99*

And any expected payments as per the budget 26/27
*Potential online banking payments
All Councillors agreed the upcoming payments.
j) Account Summary







Summary






Income




Interest
 95 day
 -interest 
£16.44 (August)


Interest instant -interest  


£14.04 (August)



Total


  


 £30.48

VAT Income received  - £1262.76
Balance current account 29.08.2026




£ 21,542.24
Balance 95 day Reserve acct 29.08.2026




£   8,692.64

Balance Instant access 28.08.26





£33,697.41

Total









£63,932.29
Electronic accounts reconcile to both current and reserve accounts and bank rec.




Bank statements and electronic accounts reconcile, and all Councillors agreed the accounts summary and were duly signed off. 

The Clerk was reminded to transfer the £10,000 from the current account to the 95-day account in order to obtain more interest.

e). End of Year update

The Conclusion of Audit was reported and the External Auditor report could be found on the Parish Council website.

All Councillors agreed they had seen the external report which is available on the website and the Clerk confirmed the Notice of the Conclusion of the Audit had been posted on noticeboards and the website.

6. Transport/Travel/Highways.

· Vehicle Activated Sign. (SD)

No updates
7. External meeting

Cllr Davies had attended a HALC meeting but due to a changeover in the HALC Chair and support personnel there were various administration/constitution issues.  The AGM had not occurred in June as per the constitution.  The Constitution apparently states that each Parish Council should nominate in writing a representative with voting rights which had not occurred.  A number of the invoices for subscription fees over the last two years had not been sent out. As a result of the above the AGM meeting called for August was unable to proceed and a revised AGM date was now expected before the end of November.    Work was now being undertaken to resolve all the  remaining administration issues.  Colgate Parish Council will likely need to formally nominate a HALC representative and Subscription invoices for the last two years are also expected.
8. Parish Assets

· The Clerk reported that the defib pads were now in stock and had asked for them to be delivered.
· No issues reported with regards to the bus stops and litter

· Fingerposts – the post near the Church, the two arms pointing to Roffey and Pease Pottage are beginning to rot.
It was AGREED that the Parish Council would request that the Men in Shed repair these arms as well.  The Clerk would request the normal contractor to remove the arms in readiness.  It was NOTED that the potential cost would be around £600 in total. It was AGREED to spend the money from the EMR for the fingerposts.  This would mean all the posts in the Parish have been refurbished.
· The Clerk had asked for more information with regard to the phone box trinket swap request.

9. Consultations

CGR Update  - the Councillors agreed a response to be circulated to HDC regarding financial information and the CGR as follows:

Colgate Parish Council continues to support the proposal that Kilnwood Vale Development becomes a new Neighbourhood Parish in their own right (North and South of the railway). 
Colgate Parish Council have undertaken some due diligence and considered the financial implications of the proposal to separate Kilnwood Vale Development and believe Colgate Parish Council would be financially viable with an appropriate increase in precept after the proposed change.
 
Colgate Parish Council can confirm that they have General Reserves as of 31/3/26 of £18001.01
10. Planning Tracker
The Planning Tracker was NOTED
.

     11. Dates and times of next meeting:  Locations and dates may be subject to change.

Monday at 7.30pm on 

2026
12th October- Colgate VH

9th November 2026 – Durrants Village

11th January 2027 – Colgate VH

8th February 2027 – Durrants Village

8th March 2027 – Colgate VH

12th April 2027 – Durrants Village 

   Meeting closed at 8.19pm
Signed by the Chair…………………………………
7

