
DRAFT - Colgate Parish Council Meeting 8th June 2026 at Durrants Village 7:30pm.
Present
Councillors: S Marley, C Crosdil, , S Garley, N. Staff, V. Finnegan, and  B Humphreys. 

In Attendance: M. Ainsworth (Parish Clerk), and Cllr Raby.  1 Member of public present.
Minutes
1. Apologies for absence.
Cllr Davies,  Cllr R. Faith and Cllr R  Calvert.
2. Declarations of Interest by Councillors on any matter on this Agenda.

None

3. Agree the minutes of Full Council on11th May and Planning meetings on 13th May Draft minutes can be found on www.colgatefaygate.com  

All Councillors agreed that the minutes were a true reflection of the meetings, and the Chair duly signed them off subject to the following amendment:
With regard to roles and responsibilities that the Clerk be confirmed as the role responsible for planning.
4. Meeting opened.

a) for members of the public to speak on matters connected to the agenda and other matters which can be noted but no decision can be made.

None.
b) For District and County Councillors to speak on any matters including updates from the District and County Council.
Cllr Raby provided an update on county matters. The Government had launched a further consultation on local government reorganisation in West Sussex. This consultation was to gather views on the Government’s proposal to modify the two unitary proposals put forward by West Sussex councils in September 2025. Two options had been identified by WSCC, that all councils considered met the Government’s criteria and are financially sustainable:

· one council on the West Sussex geography and

· two councils, one made up of Arun, Adur, Chichester and Worthing and the other Crawley, Horsham and Mid Sussex.

Rather than choose to implement one of the two locally developed and financially sustainable options, in March ministers instead decided to consult on a modified version of the two unitary option, proposing to remove Chichester from the option which included, Arun, Adur and Worthing Councils and put it into a unitary council with Crawley, Mid-Sussex, and Horsham.  WSCC were now working on a submission to this latest consultation.  A link to the submission will be shared in due course.  

Cllr Raby also advised the Parish Council that there would be a meeting on 22nd June regarding road safety and the A264.  This included some discussion around street racing in the area.  More details of the meeting were needed.  The Clerk would find out date, time and venue and report back.

5. Finance-
a) Schedule of payment-Bills paid May/June
Faygate VH Grant 



£1000
Colgate VH Grant 



£1500 (£500 from EMR)

Insurance 




£677.20

KWV Property Services


£44.00

KWV Property Services


£276.00 (Defib)

Online

WSCC Salary May



2459.23
WSCC Lighting



1105.48.

b) Bills to be paid Estimate. June/July
WSCC Clerk  
salary



£1000* 

Clerk’s expenses – annual leave

£100 

Pension/NI  




£300* 

Litter Warden 

 

£465* 

Litter warden mileage 


£85.50*

ill health




£250

And any expected payments as per the budget 26/27
*Potential online banking payments

The payments are as follows: (these will need to be signed off at the next meeting)
Account summary.

Transfers-None 

Summary






Income

 Cleansing grant £ 544.32

Interest
(May/June)


Interest 95 day
£18.76 and £16.92
Interest instant
 £15.00 and £14.51
Total interest =        £ 65.19
Balance current account 28.05.26




£ 37,934.93
Balance 95-day Reserve acct 28.05.26



£ 8639.33
Balance Instant access 28.05.2026




£ 21496.65
Total








£ 68070.91
 Electronic accounts reconcile to both current and reserve accounts and bank statements.

It was AGREED that the  account summary and the bank statements would be considered at the next meeting as it was not clear which payments had been made.
c)  the Notice of Public Rights dates would be posted on 9th June 2026 on the website, and the noticeboards. 
c) Internal audit Report

The internal audit report was distributed prior to the meeting and available on the website.  The Parish Council had received a good internal audit.  Clarification was sought with regard to the reference to the IT Policy.  The Clerk confirmed a Policy was being drafted and would circulate.  The auditors were taking a relaxed approach with regard to Assertion 10 this year, but IT policies would need  to be in place in time for audit next financial year.  The Clerk would also check with VISION ICT on the website accessibility Statement and report back.  It was noted that the  auditor duly signed off on the AGAR (end of year report).

d) End of year -Agree and sign off the AGAR section 1 and 2 and associated documents.

i. Annual Governance Statement approved by Council. 

All Councillors agreed the Annual Governance Statement.

ii. Accounting statement approved by the Council. 

All Councillors agreed the Accounting Governance Statement.

       III. Agree the Notice of Public Rights dates. 


All Councillors agreed the dates for the Notice of Public rights.

iii. Agree Reserves

All Councillors agreed the earmarked and general reserves.

iv. Agree Bank Reconciliation

All Councillors agreed the bank reconciliation for the end of year 25/26.

The end of year figures will be sent to Moore for the external audit to take place.

The assurance review will not be complete until Moore sign and return AGAR page 6 Report and Certificate.

Smaller Authorities Team
Moore
Rutland House
Minerva Business Park
Lynch Wood
Peterborough
PE2 6PZ
The Parish Council discussed grant applications.  At the last meeting the Parish Council had considered a grant to Colgate Village Hall for AV equipment which was agreed.  There was some discussion as to whether the allocation of £500 from EMR for the grant needed to be reconsidered as a separate item, but the Clerk was able to clarify that this had been considered under EMR and reserves and the actual grant application.  Further clarification on grants can be seen below:

It was confirmed that the  usual annual grant of £1000 was to be paid. £1000 is paid each year to Colgate Village Hall, Faygate Village Hall, St Saviours Church and KWV Community Hall Fund. These four payments of £1000 each should continue as usual and are in the budget.
The £1000 is a one-off grant applied for by Colgate Village Hall specifically for their project to install a new Audio Visual System (AVS). This grant was agreed at the last meeting.£500 was allocated from the EMR for paperless meetings.
It was also AGREED at the next meeting the Parish Council would also consider the grant from 4vision.
6) Transport/Travel/Highways.

· Vehicle Activated Sign. (SD) 
Nothing to report.
· Temporary signs at BP petrol station. (VF)

The clerk confirmed she had reported this to WSCC Highways and was awaiting a reply.  The Clerk would chase for a response.
· Crossing and Petition A264.

A meeting was taking place on 22nd June to discuss this further.  The Clerk would check for time and venue.

· Overhanging Trees Blackhouse Road.

The Clerk had reported this back in February and UK Power Networks said they would attend.  The Clerk would request UK Power Networks attend the site again.

7) External meeting

Opportunity for Councillors to update the Council on any meetings attended – NONE,
8) Parish Assets
· Next Report on all assets due August 2026 including defibs monthly check (VF) and Cllr Faith to check the fingerpost quarterly.
· Monthly defib check and bus stops were checked in Kilnwood Vale and Faygate. Clerk would chase for an update on replacement Pads.
All Councillors agreed the repair of the Defib at Kilnwood Vale School which was placed back on the wall.  There seemed to be a wire hanging from bottom of Defib.  The Clerk would check with the contractor about this.

9) Planning 

It was AGREED that the Clerk would submit the Parish Council’s original comments to the Planning Inspectorate with regard to the Appeal for DC/25/1428 by the deadline of 19th June.

The Clerk had previously circulated an update on enforcement activities which were noted.
A Member of public had tried to contact the Clerk through the website contact page.  No email had been received.   The Clerk would check on issues with this contact form with Vision ICT and report back in due course.  In the meantime,   Cllr Finnegan would forward the correspondence, and the Clerk would respond to the member of public regarding nets being placed around Faygate Playing Fields.

10. Consultation  - Governance Review
The Parish Council considered a response to the Governance Review.  From a discussion with the Residents Association at Kilnwood Vale and local District Councillor there was a case for Kilnwood Vale becoming their own Neighbourhood Council.  In principle the Councillors agreed that Colgate and Faygate should remain as  a Parish and Kilnwood Vale should form a Neighbourhood Parish.  Tf Kilnwood Vale was to stay within a Parish then it should be with one Parish and not split between two Parishes.  The Clerk would complete the consultation form for the Governance Review and circulate by email for agreement before submission.
13. Dates and times of next meeting:  Locations and dates may be subject to change.

Monday at 7.30pm on

2026
13th July-Colgate Village Hall.

14th September -Durrants Village

12th October-Colgate Village Hall

9th November-Durrants Village

2027
11th January -Colgate Village Hall 

8th February-Durrants Village 

8th March-Colgate Village Hall

12th April-Durrants Village

Meeting closed at 9:30pm
Signed by Chair………………………………………
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