 Colgate Parish Council Meeting 12th January 2026 at Colgate Village Hall, 7:30pm.
Present


Councillors: 
S Marley (Chair), C. Crosdil, R Faith, S. Davies, S Garley, B Humphreys, N Staff and V Finnegan.

 In Attendance:
Mrs. M Ainsworth (Parish Clerk) and one member of the public. 
Minutes
1. Apologies for absence.
Cllr Butler (HDC), Cllr Hogben (HDC) and Cllr Calvert.
2. Declarations of Interest by Councillors on any matter on this Agenda.

None.
3. Agree the minutes of Full Council on 10th November 2025 and Planning minutes on 3rd December 2025.  The Planning Minutes of the 12th of November 2025 and 22nd December 2025 were not showing on the website so would need to be considered at the next meeting.
Minutes can be found on www.colgatefaygate.com
With regard to the Parish Council Minutes of the 10th of November 2025 a clarification was made with regard to the date of the fatality mentioned by the member of the public.  The fatality occurred in 2001 and not 2021.
All Councillors agreed that the minutes of 10th November 2025 and 3rd December 2025 (Planning) were a true reflection of the meetings, and the Chair duly signed them off. 
4. Meeting opened.

a) for members of the public to speak on matters connected to the agenda and other matters which can be noted but no decision can be made.

The Member of public present reminded the Parish Council about Health and Safety measures in the Village Hall, and the Chair was able to remind those present of the exits and meeting points in case of a fire.

b) For District and County Councillors to speak on any matters including updates from the District and County Council.

Cllr Hogben, who was not present, had circulated a report via email prior to the meeting.  Within the report, Cllr Hogben provided an update on the Horsham District Council budget which included a rise in the Council Tax by 2.94%.  Cllr Hogben also included a rundown of the proposed capital expenditure being proposed and supported by the current administration at Horsham District Council. Finally, in the report, Cllr Hogben advised the Parish Council that the Capitol Theatre in Horsham had begun its major refurbishment.  In addition, the Horsham District Local Plan had been progressing through correspondence with the Local Plan Inspector. (Report held on file).
Cllr Finnegan was  able to provide an update about District level matters, including that the  Government was proposing the postponement of elections and Mayoral elections and that the Local Plan Inspector would be responding in March 2026.  It was expected that there would be further updates on Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) exemptions and requirements from the Government in May.  The Parish Council noted that, in light of this, the Village Hall Trustees had postponed plans for the play area refurbishment until more information was available on BNG. 

5. Finance-
a) Schedule of payment

Bills paid: 
No cheques

Online
Payments


£


S Marley Gifts




£91.22


Speed watch (to come from CIL)

£422.54
Salary’s December
 


£1500.17
Clerks Expenses



£301.04
All Councillors agreed the online payments.
b) Bills to be paid Jan/Feb.

WSCC Clerk Oct/Nov


£ 1500* 

Clerk’s expenses 



£50* 

Pension 




£300* 

Litter Warden 

 

£474* 

Litter warden mileage 


£85.80* (see Minutes below re Litter Picker expenses payment)
Litter Warden Back Pay


£364.80
Bins (purchased from CIL)


£285 x2.
And any expected payments as per the budget 25/26.

*Potential online banking payments
All Councillors agreed the upcoming payments.
c) Account Summary







Summary






Income



£ none





Interest 95 day -interest 

£15.58


Interest instant -interest

 £20.87
Total interest =


£ 36.45
Balance current account 28.11.2025



£ 21,399.85
Balance 95-day Reserve acct 28.11.2025


£ 8524.56
Balance Instant access 28.11.2025



£ 24,051.18
Total








£ 53,975.59
Electronic accounts reconcile to both current and reserve accounts and bank statement.



Bank statements and electronic accounts reconcile, and all Councillors agreed the accounts summary and were duly signed off. 

d) Expenses-
The Clerk Claimed back expenses from July 2025 to January 2026 (See total above of £301.04). Expense Sheet was signed by the Chair.
The Councillors discussed the Litter Warden’s expenses.  It was noted that since January 2025, the Litter Warden had been working further afield at Kilnwood Vale and as a result mileage had increased.  

RESOLVED – to increase the Litter Wardens mileage to a total sum of £85.80 to be paid bimonthly going forward and to agree an expenses back pay of £354.80 to cover the period of January 2025 – December 2025.

The Clerk would inform WSCC of the changes and would write to the Litter Warden informing him of the Parish Council’s decision.
All Councillors agreed.

e) Confirmation of Budget
RESOLVED – all councillors agreed the budget as shown here :

Confirmed Budget
version of the budget to increase the precept to £38,495.52 an increase on last year’s band D (£18.44) of  5%.
Q3 expenditure v Expenses reconciled to the electronic accounts and bank statements. All councillors agreed and signed off the Q3 figures.
f) S.106 Monies

The Councillors noted the S106 monies reports as circulated by HDC.  The deadline for expenditure of current CIL allocation of £1026 was 26th April 2026.  The Councillors AGREED that CIL expenditure would be as follows:

· Purchase of a new bin for Faygate Bus Stop (consider the need for two bins)

· Speed Gun Calibration 
g) Website and Assertion 10 requirements
RESOLVED  to request Vision ICT to secure the Parish Council Website at a cost of £50 per annum.

It was NOTED That the Clerk was undertaking internal reviews to check Colgate met the Assertion 10 requirements.

h) It was AGREED that the Clerk would forward any training opportunities to the Parish Councillors when received.  The Clerk is undertaking CiLCA which was hoped to be completed by July.
6. Transport/Travel/Highways.

· Vehicle Activated Sign. (SD) The Colgate VAS batteries have been changed three times in the last 3months and the sign washed down..  The Faygate VAS was working well with no requirement for batteries change. 
· Cllr Finnegan updated the Parish Council about the Petition for the A264 Crossing Improvement at Faygate Bus Stop.  Cllr Raby as County Councillor was leading on this and had indicated that he was working with Highways on what might be practical.  The key was to have somewhere safe to cross and be seen.   Cllr Finnegan and Cllr Staff had requested that any petition wording was circulated to the Parish Council in the first instance so that the Parish Council could have an input.  Cllr Finnegan would contact Cllr Raby for an update and would report back in due course.
7. External meeting

No Updates.
8. Parish Assets

· Defib check monthly. (VF) and (CC)
Cllr Finnegan confirmed the defibs are in good working order. All units were rescue ready. The LED lights in the unit at Faygate Garage had stopped working but did not seem to affect the working of the unit.  The Clerk should check Defib policy for expiry of PADS dates and order accordingly.  
· Bus stops and litter.

The bus stop continues to have an increase of rubbish which the volunteer continues to clear. Thanks were given to the volunteer. The Clerk confirmed the costs of HDC providing litter bins, including emptying costs, but needed to ascertain installation costs.  The Clerk would confirm the installation cost and liaise with HDC concerning the bins.  CIL monies would be used to purchase the bins.  Exact location for the bins would need to be decided.
· Fingerposts – no action.

· Grit bins - Cllr Finnegan reported that Kilnwood Vale residents felt that more grit bins may be required in the development.  It was noted that the developers had to agree where to position any additional grit bins and the resident’s association should contact them in the first instance. 

9. Climate Change and Sustainability (BH)

No actions.  It was AGREED to take this item off as a standard agenda item for the time being.
10. Planning Decisions and updates
NOTED.
 11. Dates and times of next meeting:  Locations and dates may be subject to change.

Monday at 7.30pm  

2026
9th February-Durrants Village

9th March- Colgate VH (Community Meeting)

13th April- Durrants Village

11th May- Colgate VH (Council Annual Meeting-Elections)

   Meeting closed at 8.57pm
Signed by the Chair…………………………………
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