DRAFT  - Colgate Parish Council Meeting 13th October 2025 at Colgate Village Hall 7:30pm.
Present


Councillors: 
S Marley, C. Crosdil, B Humphrey, R Faith, R Calvert,  N Staff, S Davies and V Finnegan, 

In Attendance:
Mrs. M  Ainsworth (Parish Clerk), Cllr Hogben and one member of the Public 
Minutes
1. Apologies for absence.
Cllr S Garley. 
2. Declarations of Interest by Councillors on any matter on this Agenda.
None.
3. Agree the minutes of Full Council on 15th September and Planning minutes on  4th September. 
Minutes can be found on www.colgatefaygate.com
All Councillors agreed that the minutes were a true reflection of the meetings, and the Chair duly signed them off. 
4. Meeting opened.

a) for members of the public to speak on matters connected to the agenda and other matters which can be noted but no decision can be made.
One member of public was present and briefly spoke about the fingerposts in Faygate which had been repaired and the signs at the car boot sale.
b) For District and County Councillors to speak on any matters including updates from the District and County Council.
Cllr Hogben stated.
· He had resigned from the Conservative Party and was currently an Independent Councillor.

· With regard to devolution, HDC had voted for two unitary authorities whereas WSCC had voted for a single unitary authority.  Ultimately it would be a government decision by the Secretary of State.

· The second runway at Gatwick had been approved.

· Horsham District Council had initiated a judicial review to challenge the Planning Inspectorate’s decision to grant permission to 800 homes at the Horsham Golf and Fitness Site.  The High Court rejected the challenge. 
· With no Local Plan in place the district has less control over development and is more vulnerable to speculative development.

· HDC were still accepting submissions regarding the application at Ifield West.  The application was not likely to be considered until February 2026. 

It was noted that the SNOWS Project was likely to be launched by the end of the week.

· There was some discussion around how a Community Hall at Kilnwood Vale, once built, would be managed.  It was suggested the Clerk undertake some research with local Parishes to see how they manage their village and community halls at the appropriate time.

5. Finance-
a) Schedule of payment

Online

Salary Sept/Oct 



£ 2716.34
GDPR




£350

Netcom IT Solutions


£745.92
ICO




£52
All Councillors agreed the payments by cheque and online.
b) Bills to be paid Oct- Nov Estimate.

WSCC Clerk Sept/ Oct


£3000* 

Clerk’s expenses 


£200* 

Pension Clerk 



£600* 

Litter Warden 

 
 
£700* 

Litter warden mileage 

£50*

Speed gun calibration


£330*
Fingerpost Repair


£100*
Chair Expenses


£100*
And any expected payments as per the budget 25/26.

*Potential online banking payments
All Councillors agreed the upcoming payments.
c) Account Summary
- there was a typo in the income calculation which was corrected below






Summary






Income




Interest 95 day
 -interest £21.49


Interest instant -interest £17.79



Total


     £ 39.28
The Clerk reported that the interest rates on the accounts were reducing.  NOTED.
Balance current account 1.10.2025





£ 11,775.03
Balance 95-day Reserve acct 1.10.2025




£8456.91
Balance Instant access 1.10.2025





£21346.21
Total









£41578.15
Electronic accounts reconcile to both current and reserve accounts and bank statement.



Bank statements and electronic accounts reconcile, and all Councillors agreed the accounts summary and were duly signed off. 
d) Expenses-
None 
e) First draft budget 
The Clerk explained that the tax base had not yet been received so the income is a guestimate. The budget would be discussed at the next meeting. A number of changes to the first draft will be updated for the November meeting.
f) Q2 Expenditure v budget

Noted.
All Councillors agreed the Q2 expenditure v budget.
6. Transport/Travel/Highways.

· Vehicle Activated Sign. (SD)

No updates
· Gatwick Airport – No Updates.
7. External meeting
No updates

8. Durrant Village S106 Agreement

HDC to be chased for an update in writing on the latest status.
9. Parish Assets
It was noted that:

· The Defibs at Faygate had not been used.  All Defibs were Circuit Ready.  An LED strip at the back of the case at the defib by garage in Faygate had stopped working.  This did not affect the usage, but it was assumed the LED lights aided visibility.  The Parish Council needed to decide whether this needed repair.  Cllr Finnegan would send the Clerk the latest photos of the defibs and Clerk would ensure pads were in date. 
· Phone Box
The Phone box and books required some tidying.
· Salt Bins

The Salt Bins were reported as full in Colgate.

· Bus stops and litter.
The volunteer litter warden for the bus stops on the A264 reported that there is an increase in the amount of litter mainly coffee cups.  It seems drinks, coffee cup and sandwiches wrappers are discarded in the bus stop.  It was suggested that the Clerk look through past history and ascertain the required specification and cost of a bin from for the bus shelter and report back in due course. The council thanked the volunteer for his support in keeping the bus stop litter free.
· Fingerpost

It was noted that the fingerpost had been repaired by the Men in the Shed for a small fee of £100.  The work undertaken was excellent and the fingerpost was now back in situ.  It was suggested that they could undertake other repair on fingerposts, but it was noted that these may need repairing in situ.  More information was needed.


· Silent Hero Figures

Silent Hero figures to be put in place.  Kilnwood Vale School to be contacted to be asked if they will be putting up their figure this year.

10. Climate Change and Sustainability. (BH)
There was some discussion around bonfires in the village that were causing a nuisance.  It was hoped a polite neighbourly word to some active contractors would encourage them to light the bonfires at more reasonable times and more sensitively to their environment.

No other updates.
11. Consultations
Nothing to report. 

    
 12. Dates and times of next meeting:  Locations and dates may be subject to change.

Monday at 7.30pm on 
10th November- Durrants Village

2026
12th January- Colgate VH

09th February-Durrants Village

09th March- Colgate VH (Community Meeting)

13th April- Durrants Village

11th May- Colgate VH (Council Annual Meeting-Elections)

   Meeting closed at 8.27pm
Signed by the Chair…………………………………
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