
DRAFT 
Minutes of a Planning Meeting of Colgate Parish Council held on 22nd October 2025 at 6pm in Colgate Village Hall. 
Councillors Present: S Marley , C. Crosdil, S Davies,  V Finnegan, B Humphreys,  N Staff and R Calvert
Apologies were accepted: S Garley and R Faith.
​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
1. Minutes of the last meeting.

None.
2. Declaration of Interests
None
3. Members of the public  - None
4. Applications 
DC/25/1428 Oakland Stud, Forest Grange, West Sussex

Proposed two pitch gypsy accommodation site along with retention of cess pit.DC/25/1428 | Proposed two pitch settled gypsy accommodation site along with retention of cess pit. | Oakland Stud Forest Grange West Sussex Horsham RH13 6HX
Colgate Parish Council strongly objects to this planning application. 

Colgate Parish Council suggests that this is a similar application to DC/24/0974 that was dismissed on appeal and is still the subject of an Enforcement Notice.  The application form states that DC/25/1428 is a retrospective application.  Therefore, Colgate Parish Council seek clarification from the Planning Officer - whether a planning application can be made retrospectively when an enforcement notice is in place.

Colgate Parish Council supports the report from the Environmental Health Officer. 

The proposal is within the curtilage of a Grade 2 Listed building and would severely compromise a heritage asset.

The proposed site is within the High Weald National Landscape (formerly A.O.N.B.) and is not an essential development.

The site fails to meet the requirements of Policy 23 of the HDPF.  This is a speculative application on an unallocated site and as such does not show that the site would meet current and any future need.

This application falls short of recommendations in the Designing Gypsy and Traveller Sites Good Practice Guide.

There are no plans shown for drainage, waste water or surface water run off.

There is no provision for waste management or recycling.

Each caravan does not have its own parking space and there should also be provision for EV charging points and cycle storage. 

Has there been an application for a caravan site licence?

The application design and access statement states: “the site is in a sustainable location being well related to bus stops; railway stations, convenience stores and schools with medical facilities further away. The distances to facilities are not excessive”.  This statement is incorrect.  The site is not in a suitable sustainable location for the development proposed with regards to access to services and facilities, accessibility and relevant policies relating to the location of gypsy and traveller sites.

The proposal does not meet the needs of families and there is no play area for children.

The site is further than 50m from the highway and does not give easy access to emergency services.  We understand that the driveway leading to the highway is a private road and narrow and would be unsuitable for constant use from large vehicles.

Colgate Parish Council would like this application to be determined by members of the Planning Committee should the Planning Officer’s recommendation be to grant planning permission.
DC/25/1575 – Old Springfield Farm. Springfield Lane, Colgate, West Sussex

Application to confirm the use of the first floor of the building as a self contained flat…DC/25/1575 | Application to confirm the use of the first floor of the building as a self-contained flat for a continuous period in excess of four years. (Lawful Development Certificate - Existing). | Old Springfield Farm Springfield Lane Colgate West Sussex RH12 4TA
Cllr Marley declared an interest and did not take part in the discussion of this item.

Colgate Parish Council believe that insufficient evidence has been provided by the applicant to show that the first floor of the building has been used as a self-contained flat for a continuous period in excess of four years.  No separate Council Tax, utility bills or other substantial evidence has been provided. The photographs show renovation works but there is no evidence to show that someone has been living in the property as a separate dwelling.  

It is unclear when the property was last used as residential and it may be that this residential use has been abandoned through lapse of time.

Therefore, Colgate Parish Council do not believe that a Lawful Development Certificate – Existing should be issued.

However, if Horsham District Planning are mindful to issue a certificate, Colgate Parish Council would request that any use be in association with the main dwelling house only.
· DC/25/1484- Central Wing, Forest Range Manor

TPO application DC/25/1484 | Surgery to 1x Oak | Central Wing Forest Grange Manor Forest Grange Horsham West Sussex RH12 4TG
Colgate Parish Council requests that this application is referred to Horsham District Council Arborist.  This is a significant tree in the Parish and an expert view is required.
Signed by Chair…………………………………………………………………
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