Colgate Parish Council Meeting 7:30pm 12th May 2025 Colgate Village Hall.
Present


Councillors: 
C. Crosdil, S Davies, R Calvert, B Humphrey, S. Garley. R Faith, and V Finnegan.
In Attendance:
Mrs. B. Clayden (Parish Clerk), Cllr Hogben and five members of the Public 
Minutes
1. a) Election of Chair and Vice Chair, Nomination of Councillors to specific responsibility, elect Councillors to represent the Councils at HALC, WSALC and NALC. Agree membership and appointments. 

Cllr Marley and Cllr Crosdil prior to the meeting had agreed that subject to being elected, they were happy to continue in their respective posts of Chair and Vice Chair.
In her absence, Sheila Marley was proposed by Cllr Davies and seconded by Cllr Finnegan to remain as Chair. Cllr Davies proposed,  and Cllr Calvert seconded the proposal for Cllr Crosdil to carry out the role of Vice Chair. Cllr Crosdil signed the Office of Acceptance.
The motion was carried, and Cllr Marley was elected Chair and Cllr Crosdil was elected Vice Chair.

All Councillors agreed that Cllr Marley could sign the Acceptance of Office letter before the next meeting on 16th May.
Planning responsibility -Vacant
Finance responsibility- Cllr Davies 

HALC/WSALC rep.x2 -Cllr Marley and Cllr Davies
Community Rep for Gatwick airport-Cllr Calvert 

Complaints committee (x3)-Cllr Garley, Cllr Finnegan and Cllr Humphreys. 

Health and Safety Re-Cllr Finnegan. 

Sustainability and Climate Change-Cllr Humphreys
All Councillors agreed to continue with their allotted responsibilities as per 13th May 2024 except that the planning responsibilities would be shared by all councillors whilst remaining vacant.
Internal Auditor-Mark Mulberry Ass. 

Agree membership to Associations. (Society of Local Councils Clerks, National Ass.Local Councils., West Sussex Ass.of Local Council, Horsham Ass. Of Local Council,) 

GDPR-GDPR-info 

IT support-Netcom It 

Website provider-VisionICT

All Councillors agreed to the above appointments.

Preferred contractor: 

Grasstex

Buchanan and Curwen 

Zurich Insurance provider

Kilnwood Property Maintenance

Wilbar Associates 

All Councillors agreed to the preferred contractors.
b) Chair and Vice Chair to sign a letter of Acceptance.

It was agreed in her absence that Cllr Marley  be nominated to Chair,  and the Acceptance of Office will be signed  by the Cllr Marley and counter signed by the  Clerk before the next meeting. Cllr Crosdil accepted the post of Vice Chair and duly signed the Letter of Acceptance .
c) All Councillors to provide a new Register of Interest(ROI) if there have been any changes since the last ROI.

All Councillors agreed to provide the Clerk with an updated Register of Interest if required.

d) Agree that the Council meets the criteria to use the Powers of Competency
A power introduced by section 1(1) of the Localism Act 2011 and section 24 of the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021 respectively which allows local authorities in England and relevant authorities in Wales to do anything an individual can do, unless prohibited by law (and subject to public law principles).Councils can use this power if two thirds of the Councillors have been voted in during an election (or an election was uncontested) and the Clerk holds the CILCA qualification.

All Councillors agreed it was appropriate for the Council to use the Powers of Competency until 19th June when B Clayden would be leaving the office of Clerk and RFO.

 sort:’ this means that when searching for a power to act, the first question you ask is ether you can use GPC. To find the answer, you ask whether an individual is normally permit.
2. Apologies and Register of Interest on items on the agenda. 

Apologies from Cllr Staff, Cllr Marley and Cllr Butler. No Register of Interests
3. Agree the minutes of Full Council on 14th April and Planning meeting on 16th April.
Draft minutes can be found on www.colgatefaygate.com
All Councillors agreed that the minutes were a true reflection of the meetings, and the Vice  Chair duly signed them off. 
4. Meeting opened.

a) for members of the public to speak on matters connected to the agenda and other matters which can be noted but no decision can be made.

Members of the public bought up the following points: None.
b) For District and County Councillors to speak on any matters including updates from the District and County Council.

Cllr Hogben advised that:
· Hannah Butler is the newly elected  HDC  councillor for Colgate PC. 

· The HDC Local Plan had been withdrawn. No date for a new plan has been announced.

· There is a consultation on the town centre improvements-(finished 30th April)
· Devolution update- there are 4 plans being worked on within West Sussex. HDC favour a smaller unitary authority and are working with 7 other districts. No decision has been made to date. The deadline for plan finalisation is September 2025 with government decision expected by mid 2026.
· Cllr Davies asked why the community hall planning application had been withdrawn. Cllr Hogben was unsure why it had been withdrawn and committed to investigate.

5. Finance-




a)  payments for April/May 

Online

WSCC March




1886.85

WSCC April 




1227.23

WSALC subs




1503.04

WSCC Adm




86.08

Mulberry Internal audit


 175.50

Elan city Warranties



716.40 (3 years)

Zurich Insurance



665.62

Grant  Rangers Wlife Hospital

1000

All Councillors agreed the payments. 



b) Bills to be paid May/June

WSCC Clerk  




£1000

Clerk’s expenses – annual leave

£300 

Pension/NI  




£600

Litter Warden 

 

£422

Litter warden mileage 


£50

Speed gun calibration


£330

Fingerposts




£1300

Grant Colgate 4 sight and Air ambulance 
£760

ill health




£250

Grants 




£3000

AIRS





£40

GACC





£10

And any expected payments as per the budget 25/26.
All Councillors agreed the payments.
c) Internal audit Report
The internal audit report was distributed prior to the meeting and available on the website. There were no comments made by the internal auditor. The auditor duly signed off on the AGAR (end of year report).
d) End of year -Agree and sign off the AGAR section 1 and 2 and associated documents.

i. Annual Governance Statement approved by Council. 

All Councillors agreed the Annual Governance Statement.

ii. Accounting statement approved by the Council. 

All Councillors agreed the Accounting Governance Statement.

       III. Agree the Notice of Public Rights dates. 


All Councillors agreed the dates for the Notice of Public rights.

iii. Agree Reserves

All Councillors agreed the earmarked and general reserves.
iv. Agree Bank Reconciliation

All Councillors agreed the bank reconciliation for the end of year 24/25.
The end of year figures will be sent to Moore for the external audit to take place.

The assurance review will not be complete until Moore sign and return AGAR page 6 Report and Certificate.

Smaller Authorities Team
Moore
Rutland House
Minerva Business Park
Lynch Wood
Peterborough
PE2 6PZ

f) Staff Expenses

All Councillors agreed a payment of 9 hours overtime for the Clerk.

g) Grant Application

· Air Ambulance £500

· 4 sight -£260

All Councillors agreed the award and payment of both grants.
h) Submission of any projects from CIL monies held by HDC

Complete one form for each project you would like the Council to consider for funding. Some responses require evidence of the background to any joint funding status, as well as feasibility and other preparatory work Forms to be submitted by 13th June.

 All Councillors agreed there were no appropriate projects. 
6. Transport/Travel/Highways.

· Vehicle Activated Sign.

As per the agreement with WSCC the VAS sign located in Faygate had been switched off for 2 weeks. 

7. External meeting

Opportunity for Councillors to update the Council on any meetings attended.

None

8. Parish Assets

· Next Report on all assets due August 2025 including defibs monthly check. (VF)

Library, bus stops and defibs all checked and were all in good working order.
· Fingerpost- update 

The Clerk was waiting for an update on the cost of the repairs.

9. Climate Change and Sustainability. (BH)

www.horsham.gov.uk/climate-and-environment/community-climate-fund. 

Cllr Humphreys asked if this information is sent to both the Colgate and Faygate village halls. The Clerk confirmed it was.

10. Email domain

Discuss the advantages of converting to a gov.uk domain name . 

All Councillors agreed to continue with the .com email address at the moment.

11. Clerk Vacancy

Updates

Two interviews had taken place on Friday 9th May.

12. Governance review
Discuss whether the council want to request a governance review and implications for Kilnwood Vale, Colgate and Faygate should boundaries change.(CC)

The Clerk was asked to contact Jane Eaton (HDC) to clarify if there was a timeline for the Governance review and any other details that maybe relevant for CPC to consider.
13. Dates and times of next meeting:  Locations and dates may be subject to change.
Monday at 7.30pm on 

2025

9th June- Durrants Village

14th July-Colgate Village Hall.

15th September -Durrants Village

13th October-Colgate Village Hall

10th November-Durrants Village

2026

12th January -Colgate Village Hall 

9th February-Durrants Village 

9th March-Colgate Village Hall

13th April-Durrants Village

Meeting closed at 8.18pm
Signed by the Chair…………………………………
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